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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

There is a verse in the Book of Proverbs that has much relevance to our 
parish of Our Lady of Fatima. The verse reads, “By wisdom a house is built 
and by understanding it is established. By knowledge the rooms are filled 
with all precious and pleasant riches.” – Proverbs 24:3-4 

It is a lovely verse where the writer is making reference to a family home 
built upon faith and trust in God and is explaining that a family established 
with God’s wisdom as its centre will be strong and vibrant. The precious 
and pleasant riches refer to the qualities and gifts of the family members – 
their joy, love, peace, commitment, generosity, compassion and support 
for others. 

Even amid the chaos that the Covid pandemic has created during these 
past two years, our parish has continued to be a place like the home 
described in Proverbs – a place of refuge, solace and support for our 
parishioners and others in need. 

The wisdom, reflective of our loving God, is at the heart of our parish. 
Central of course are the MGLs and I pay tribute to our priests, including Fr 
Chris as our Parish Priest, although his presence amongst us has been 
limited over the past few years, but I especially acknowledge Fr Tony and 
Fr Brian for their support, guidance, and leadership. We have lived in 
unprecedented times, but our priests have managed to faithfully minister 
to us and spiritually enrich our lives. 

Each of our ministries has provided great support to the parish despite the 
difficulties of these times. Our Liturgy Team, Catechists, Musicians, 
Sacramental Team, Children’s Liturgy, Altar Society, Evangelisation Team, 
Welcoming, Belonging and Young Adults group, all looked to provide 
opportunities for parishioners, young and old, to enrich their faith and 
lives. It is in continuing to ensure stronger faith foundations that our house 
will be more strongly built on God’s wisdom and love. 

Pope Francis in an address in September reminded us that “the church 
must be a community that seeks to draw people to Christ”. He explained 
that it is by “sowing the seeds of God’s kingdom especially by the witness 
of charity” that we can “demonstrate the salt of our faith.” The challenge, 
he added “is for each of us to be the real face of Christ”.  

Our parish has been built around several ministries that have their focus 
on reaching out to those in need and to genuinely be the face of Christ. The 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society, Lending A Hand Team, Catholic Women’s 
League and Friendship Group are ministries that have been exceptional in 
reaching out to others in need. In a year where support and outreach 
projects have been difficult to provide, these groups have found the means 
to still provide compassion and support that was so essential and 
desperately needed. We commend each of these ministries and those 
parishioners involved for their wonderful efforts. 

The work of the Financial Team led by Tony Thorpe was also quite 
significant in this challenging year. The efforts to secure Government 
funding to support our parish was exceptional and I extend to them the 
gratitude of the Leadership Team and the parish community for their 
effective management of our finances throughout the year. 

The work of the Operations Team including Maintenance, 
Communications, The Bark and Safeguarding all reflect the demands of 
serving a contemporary parish and ensuring that the resources, safety and 
welfare of all of us are well catered for.  We are so very grateful to everyone 
who has so generously assisted in each of these important ministries. 

Of course, the parish house is the centre of operations, and it is with 
gratitude that I acknowledge the great contribution of our Parish Secretary, 
Clarissa Finan, who plays a very significant role in ensuring the day-to-day 
running of the parish. 

I would like to acknowledge my fellow-members on the LT – Tosca 
Galluzzo, Lauren Koszek, Fran Simon, John Fitzpatrick and Steve Graham – 
and thank them for their generosity in giving their time in service to this 
community. In what has been a most difficult year unfortunately we were 
not able to achieve as much as was originally planned. However, we were 
able to see the upgrade to the Parish Hall through the installation of a new 
audio system and data projector ensuring that a better-quality system will 
be available for all future hall-based presentations. The second project 
completed was an upgrade to the hearing loop system within the church 
which provided an improvement in the sound quality for all those who are 
hearing impaired.  

We were also pleased to be able to offer the support of the parish to NSW 
Health during July and August when we were approached to host a drive-
through Covid Testing Clinic in the church carpark. We saw this as an 
opportunity to support the local community especially during a time when 
health officials were strongly encouraging people ‘to get tested’! Our site 
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proved to be an extremely popular venue and during the peak of the 
outbreak the clinic was averaging 480 individual tests a day. Following the 
success of the site we were approached a second time by NSW Heath to 
host a vaccination clinic in our parish hall when concern was at its highest 
for a fast rollout of the vaccine. Ultimately this didn’t eventuate as larger 
venues were decided on. Added to this was that local residents had 
responded well to the appeal “to get the jab”. 

Unfortunately, the impact of the pandemic meant that we were not able 
to see the implementation of the Archdiocesan mission document “Go 
Make Disciples”. The Leadership Team was planning to play a key role in 
sharing this document and inviting parishioners to assist in its 
implementation. 

The other task that unfortunately stalled was the re-commencement of the 
Children’s Playgroup, which had the support of quite a number of 
parishioners eager to see it start up again. Key to this though was that we 
were to undertake an upgrade to the playground area. This task has picked 
up again in the last few weeks and so it is hoped that 2022 will see this 
playgroup operating again. 

One of the great strengths of this parish is that we have continually sought 
to see our parish grow. Essential in this has been the way that we have 
continued to build on the wonderful work of our older and former 
parishioners. There have been many people who over the years have 
contributed much to the growth of this parish. In this regard I would 
especially like to commend the wonderful dedication of Paul Moreton. Paul 
has overseen the Maintenance work in the parish for many years as well as 
contributing in so many other ways. Paul has his heart and soul immersed 
in this house and we are indebted to him for the blood, sweat, tears, and 
most especially the love, that he has given to OLF. Paul celebrated a very 
significant birthday back in October and made the announcement that he 
would be stepping into full retirement effective immediately after 53 years 
of serving the parish. We sincerely thank him for his wonderful 
contribution and wish him well in the future. 

We have unfortunately had several people pass away during the past year 
who have contributed significantly to the growth and character of our 
parish. John Vaux, who sadly passed away in February, played a key role in 
the parish in those initial years post-1988 and was responsible in assisting 
to setup many of the existing structures and ministries. We also sadly lost 
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Inez Mullen who initiated the formation of the Catholic Women’s League 
and who also contributed to so many other ministries in the parish as well. 

I would also like to acknowledge the contribution played by Jenni and David 
Payne who unfortunately departed from our parish back in May. They too 
were involved in many ministries, but it was mostly in Liturgy-related 
activities that their generosity of service was so beneficially felt over 35 
years. 

While it is sad that these people are no longer with us, our parish is all the 
better for their presence and the part they played in developing its riches. 

The challenge now, as we hopefully finally emerge from the restrictions of 
the pandemic, is that we can refocus on the challenge given to us by 
Cardinal Clancy back in 1988, which was to blaze a unique path for our 
parish. It is my hope, and that of the LT, that in the year ahead we will all 
continue to be inspired and work to see our parish further enriched and 
strengthened as a faith-filled servant community. 

Tony MacDougal 
Chairperson, Leadership Team 
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LITURGY COMMITTEE 

From a liturgy perspective, in many respects this year has been a case of 
2020 revisited. You might recall that we had begun the year in a reasonably 
good place as far as being able to conduct our liturgical celebrations 
despite the COVID restrictions. In late January we were celebrating a 
typical Saturday Vigil and Sunday evening Mass while the Sunday morning 
Mass was being livestreamed and we were using the hall as overflow to 
meet social distancing guidelines. We had an effective system of pre-Mass 
registration in place, and we had a wonderful team of ushers assisting in 
managing the arrival of people at church. 

Lent was celebrated around the theme of ‘Create a new heart in me O 
Lord’, which featured in a banner that was specially made and featured on 
the sanctuary front wall. As well as being an important personal focus for 
parishioners, both Fr Tony and Fr Brian used our theme as the centrepiece 
for each of their weekly homilies throughout this season. 

Our Easter ceremonies were celebrated in much the same way as in 
previous years although we trialled an outside celebration of the Stations 
of the Cross on Good Friday morning. This was fairly successful, although 
some of the older folk found it a little challenging in the warm weather. We 
were very pleased with the attendance across all the celebrations despite 
some restrictions still being in place. 

By May our Masses had returned to our usual format of celebration. We 
had dispensed with the need for attendees to register online and had 
transitioned to using a combination of sign-in measures – a ‘regulars list’, 
the QR code, as well as pen ‘n paper. While we were still observing a social 
distancing rule, this had been changed from the ‘4 square metre’ rule to 
the ‘2 square metre’ rule so we were able to operate without the use of 
the hall. 

One of the health guidelines that we strictly adhered to was to ensure that 
the church was thoroughly cleaned after each celebration. To do this we 
came to rely on a regular group of very generous volunteers who helped 
out after the 5pm Saturday Vigil and Sunday morning 9:15am Masses and 
to them we are eternally grateful. We also received great assistance from 
Emma Williams who continues to provide very generous support through 
her cleaning firm to ensure that our church is thoroughly cleansed. 
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As we know, the outbreak of the COVID ‘Delta Strain’ caused a massive 
impact on life from the middle of the year onwards. The last weekend in 
June saw the NSW Government re-impose a lockdown and so once again 
we were forced to revisit our Liturgy planning. As a result of the 
Government’s strict attendance guidelines and the Archdiocese’s advice to 
ensure consistency was maintained with all safety, hygiene and cleansing 
protocols, we moved to conducting our Masses with only the minimal 
involvement of people inside the church and we came to rely on the 
livestreaming of Sunday Mass into people’s homes. 

As this report is being prepared, we are in the process of planning how we 
will operate for the remainder of the year. There is still a challenging time 
ahead as so much is still unknown, but we remain hopeful that we will be 
able to conduct our Christmas celebrations with only limited restrictions. 
Only time will tell. 

I extend sincere thanks to those members of the parish who have helped 
to contribute to our liturgical celebrations – our acolytes, readers, 
commentators, eucharistic ministers, altar servers, musicians, offertory 
families, livestream operators, children’s liturgy team, projectionists, 
ushers, welcomers and altar society members. In particular, I especially 
acknowledge two ‘behind the scenes’ people, Tom Ryan for his ongoing 
preparation of our Prayers of the Faithful which are always so thoughtfully 
crafted, and Dom Alati for his preparation of the weekly reflection in our 
Parish Bulletin. Thank you to all those people who have so generously 
assisted with our liturgies. 

Of course, the parish could not have functioned without the support of our 
priests, especially Fr Tony and Fr Brian. We thank them for the way they 
have dealt with the challenges that the year has presented and for ensuring 
that our celebrations were so spiritually enriching. 

The Team also extends our gratitude to our parish secretary, Clarissa Finan, 
who managed to juggle her many duties, and in addition, for much of the 
year oversaw the online process that ensured we met the NSW 
government’s registration guidelines for Mass attendance. Hers was no 
small task. 

Finally, in the face of all the challenges that this year has presented, the 
Liturgy Team has functioned as effectively as it possibly could have under 
the circumstances. So special thanks are conveyed to the team members – 
Tosca Galluzzo, Susie Paino, Dom Alati, Charles Centorrino and Fr Tony for 
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their assistance. We would especially like to acknowledge and extend our 
sincere appreciation to our former Liturgy Team chairperson David Payne, 
who stepped down from the role earlier in the year. David acted as chair 
of this committee for over 35 years and did a superb job in overseeing the 
annual planning of all the events in our parish’s liturgical calendar. As most 
would know, David together with his wife Jenni, played a significant role in 
many ways as members of the parish, but it was most especially with 
Liturgy that they showed their true commitment. They will be greatly 
missed but we certainly wish them well. 

Tony MacDougal 
On behalf of the Liturgy Committee 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

2020/2021 was a tumultuous year for the Music Ministry as we adhered to 
the ever-changing NSW Government regulations and restrictions. From 
July - October we were still unable to have our over-70s musicians assist in 
the ministry and there were a handful of musicians covering the music at 
all weekend Masses. A huge “thank-you” to our “skeleton” musos! 

In November 2020, restrictions were amended to a maximum of 3 singers. 
With the newest restriction in place, we had to prepare and roster for our 
Christmas Masses, including the 9pm Christmas Eve Vigil and two Masses 
on Christmas Day – 9:15am and 11am. This was a great disappointment for 
our more senior ministry members as some of the members had not 
missed singing at a Christmas Mass for over 40 years. On the 4 December 
the restrictions eased again and based on our church capacity we were able 
to have 10 musicians across two pews. As rosters and rehearsals were 
already in place for the Christmas Day Masses, our more senior musicians 
were invited to sing at the Christmas Eve Vigil Mass. With great excitement 
and re-coordination of music etc. we were able to have three rehearsals 
before the restrictions were retracted back to 5 musicians. A great 
disappointment for our more senior members! 

Procedural changes were established in December 2020 with a shared 
Google Spreadsheet for all musicians to enter their hymn/Mass setting 
selections to streamline and facilitate procedures for copyright reporting, 
lyrics for overheads and to outline any special requirements for Masses. 
This has been very successful. 
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In April 2021 discussions were held with Fr Tony and Tony MacDougal 
regarding prospective changes to the music ministry. The OLF Music 
Ministry survey which took place in Oct-Dec 2019, collated and presented 
to the parishioners was never able to be acted upon due to the COVID 
pandemic commencing in February 2020. During the difficult juggling over 
the pandemic period, the mix of musical ability, musician confidence and 
preferred musical styles, it became apparent that the survey 
recommendations required amending. It was decided that the music at our 
parish Masses should be tailored to the parishioner demographics. 

• Sat 5pm music primarily to incorporate older/more familiar music 
with the occasional introduction of new songs. 

• Sunday 9:15am music to be a mix of contemporary and older/more 
familiar hymns 

• Sunday 6pm music to be primarily contemporary to continue to 
appeal to the youth. 

• Set groups to be rostered requiring advance rehearsal. 

Included in the changes, it was decided that: 

• The Kyrie will only be sung at special Masses throughout the year 
i.e., Easter and Christmas. 

• The Gloria is to be sung at all Masses. 
• No musical notation for Mass parts or new hymns. The only 

exception may be for the shorter Mass parts at Christmas or Easter 
Masses if the musical notation is able to be placed clearly on one 
slide. 

• No reflection hymn on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 

The Music Ministry met on 4 May to discuss the changes, final 
recommendations submitted to Fr Tony and Tony MacDougal with 
confirmation received on 13 May. The new groups were established and 
commenced at Masses on the weekend of 22 May. This was a very exciting 
time for our parish as our more senior ministry members were able to 
contribute to our parish again! Unfortunately, due to enforced government 
restrictions the new plan was short lived as all Masses were cancelled 
commencing the weekend of the 26 June and we were back to our 
“skeleton” musos to cover the Sunday 9:15am livestream Mass. 

Throughout this past financial year, with the exception of 22 May - 20 June 
2021 our “skeleton” musos have continued to cover the majority of 
weekend Masses and/or Livestream Sunday Mass including the Christmas 
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and Easter services. In addition, we have also covered the OLF Catechist 
Mass in December, Southern Area Catechist Mass in May and the three 
First Holy Communion Masses in June (including an additional 11am Mass 
for the First Communion candidates). 

With the ever-changing government restrictions, our musicians have had 
to contend with the alternating singing/no singing of Mass parts, 
overheads/no overheads, sung/not sung Responsorial Psalm, reflection/no 
reflection hymn – the list goes on. I would like to extend a huge thank you 
to all our ministry members and commend them for their perseverance, 
patience and professionalism in what has been a difficult period for our 
ministry. Despite the difficulties, we have continued to provide 
enhancement to our OLF liturgies throughout the year. 

Susie Paino 
Music Ministry Coordinator 
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

After a year of COVID restrictions in 2020, this year we welcomed 45 
children for the Sacrament of the Eucharist. As OLF Peakhurst still thrives 
on a partnership program, children and their families attended all lesson 
preparation and Sunday Liturgies together. This year we launched a new 
Sacramental Preparation Program using a series from the FORMED 
platform with the title Signs of Grace - You Are Loved. The parents 
accompanied the children to the program and went through a program 
called Presence. The program is a series of videos which helped in bringing 
about a deeper understanding of the Eucharist, how Jesus offers us himself 
as bread for the journey and how we come to recognise a God who is love 
with us and tangibly shares his presence with us.  

The children received their Sacraments over two Masses – at the Vigil on 
Saturday 5 June and a special Mass at 11 am on Sunday 6 June. They were 
meaningful and solemn celebrations with friends and family members 
joining the livestream because of COVID restrictions on numbers.  

With another COVID Lockdown in 2021 we postponed Confirmation which 
will now be celebrated with the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) in 
the later part of the year. 

This year, we welcome 69 Candidates to the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Preparation of the Sacrament with Fr Tony Alex and the Sacramental Team 
begins on Wednesday 10 November and concludes on 24 November. 
Because of the number of candidates, the Sacrament of Confirmation will 
be celebrated over two weeknights: Tuesday 7 December @ 7pm (main 
celebrant Bishop Umbers) and Thursday 9 December @ 7pm (main 
celebrant Fr Chris Ryan). Fr Tony Alex will co-celebrate at both Masses. 

We welcomed 41 children to the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2021, 
commencing on Tuesday 9 November and concluded on Thursday 25 
November with individual reconciliations. The sacrament will be led by Fr 
Brian Steele along with the Sacramental Team. 

I gratefully thank the Sacramental Team – Ruth Meagher, Maureen Hyland, 
Mary Anne Malone, Therese Harrison, Lynne Taylor and Deb Cummins, 
together with Fr Tony and Fr Brian, for preparing our parish children so 
well. 

Tosca Galluzzo 
Sacramental Co-ordinator 
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BELONGING IN BAPTISM 

The Parish’s Belonging in Baptism program was launched in December 
2020. The first group through was made up of 6 families. We had a further 
5 families in January/ February and 4 in March/ April 2021.  Some were 
regular parishioners; some were new to our parish and others were from 
outside the parish but wanted to have their child baptised at OLF as part of 
their family tradition. 

In the early stages there were a lot of things to work out – what the sessions 
should look like, where they should be held, how long they should run for, 
how often should we meet, what content should we cover. Needless to 
say, there was a lot of discussion and tweaking. 

The Baptism team grew from 1 to 3 members in April 2021.  Clarissa did 
her magic and set us up on Trello – we had all the info on the families in 
one place and we could communicate with Fr Tony and each other through 
Trello. Fr Tony was always on hand to answer any questions and fact-check 
“cannon law” matters for us. 

We consulted with many families during the program and settled on a 
model of delivery which seemed to work for everyone. 

The program runs over 4-5 weeks. It consists of the following: 

• Two team-led group sessions (one at the start and one at the end 
of the program) 

• A self-paced online program developed by Ascension Press that 
families independently work though 

• The child is then presented to the parish community at a Mass of 
the family’s choosing prior to the sacrament 

• The Sacrament of Baptism 

Sadly, no baptisms or preparations were held over May-July due to the 
second round of COVID-19 lockdowns. We continue to receive enquiries 
and reach out to those families. Good news is we have recommenced the 
online components of the preparation program with a further 3 families 
since August. 

Sandra Green  
on behalf of the Belonging in Baptism Team 
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CATECHISTS 

After a severely disrupted teaching year in 2020 due to Covid-19, the 
Catechist Team eagerly welcomed 2021 and looked forward to an exciting 
year sharing our Catholic faith with approximately 170 students and their 
families at Lugarno, Peakhurst South and Peakhurst West Public Schools.  

We celebrated Catechist Sunday on 7 February with the Commissioning 
and Sending Forth of Catechists for the year. 

As the teaching year started we once again faced the challenge of finding 
enough teachers to cover the 14 weekly classes we attend. A number of 
long-term catechists had to step back this year due to health issues for 
themselves and concerns for their families. We were very grateful to have 
a couple of new parishioners join the team, undertaking their mandatory 
training and compliance activities quickly in order to join us in the 
classroom. We also had two new volunteers who were to join us later in 
the year and a former catechist also kindly returned to the classroom for 
six weeks to help us out. 

Many of our team attended a Safeguarding Refresher course for Catechists 
provided by the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine on 29 March in the 
Parish Meeting Room. 

A highlight of Term 2 was the fact that we were able to finally host the 
Southern Area Mass for Catechists, postponed from 2020. A wonderful 
liturgy was prepared by the indefatigable David Payne, with music planned 
and rehearsed by Susie Paino and Ravilya Sedlar. Despite last-minute 
challenges due to a severe outbreak and increased restrictions, on Friday 
May 7 we welcomed more than 120 dedicated catechists from parishes 
extending from Arncliffe to Cronulla to our liturgy; a testament to faith and 
endurance. 

The Mass, concelebrated by Fr Tony with six parish priests and a deacon 
from the Southern Area, was joyful with wonderful music, an impressive 
entrance procession with all the parish candles being placed in front of the 
lectern and readings and prayers offered by catechists from many parishes. 
The COVID-safe lunch that followed in the Parish Centre was made possible 
by a team of parishioners who set up and prepared during the Mass, stayed 
to serve and clean up. 

In Term 2 we also celebrated Mother’s Day on May 9 by decorating the 
Church with portraits and poems completed by our students. This was a 



ANNUAL PARISH MEETING -15- 28 November 2021 

wonderful display was put up in time for the Area Mass to show our fellow 
catechists. 

Another highlight of the first half of the year was the celebration of First 
Holy Communion which involved many of our students. It was wonderful 
to see their joy at being able to finally make this sacrament. 

Of course, with the commencement of the stay-at-home orders in 
association with the Delta outbreak, we have not been able to return to 
the classroom in Term 3. At the time of writing, it is doubtful whether we 
will be teaching for the remainder of 2021 nor hold our traditional end-of-
year Thanksgiving Mass for the students and their families. Christmas 
celebrations for the catechist team are also in doubt. 

I would like to thank all the members of our wonderful catechist team, 
most especially David Payne who, for many years, has worked tirelessly 
teaching, managing resources, distributing materials and providing 
assistance with the organisation of liturgies and other celebrations. David 
has now retired from the Catechist Ministry with our gratitude. 

Meanwhile, we continue to plan for 2022 and hopefully a full year of 
Special Religious Education for our parish students in public schools.  2022 
will also see a new Parish Catechist Co-ordinator as I will be ‘’retiring” at 
the end of this school year. I will remain as a catechist and look forward to 
continuing to teach in our local schools. 

Julia Goff 
Catechist Co-ordinator, OLF Peakhurst 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY / SUNDAY SCHOOL 

OLF Sunday School aims to allow the younger members of our parish to 
experience the Gospel in a child-friendly environment, whilst giving them 
opportunity to be more involved in the Mass and the parish.  The end of 
2020 saw us overcoming the COVID hurdles and we were blessed to have 
been able to celebrate the Christmas Liturgy with a COVID-safe Pageant. 
Things seemed to be on the up and by March we were told we could start 
up our Sunday School Lessons. 

We moved our Sunday classes into the hall where the children were able 
to spread out more comfortably with access to audio visual equipment 
which in turn seemed to add a level of enjoyment. We did an overhaul of 
tools and equipment in terms of supplies for the Sunday School Program, 
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and separate pencils and textas, as well as new scissors and glue were 
purchased. Regular attendees were given their own labelled stationery 
sets, while a few generic Sunday School packs were created for visitors and 
occasional students. Hand sanitiser was also included with children 
encouraged to sanitise hands on entering and exiting the room. Numbers 
were encouraging with some Sundays catering for over 20 students. 

With the occasional clash of Hall bookings with tentative Mass set up in 
case of number overflow, we migrated the Sunday School into the meeting 
Room adjacent to the hall.  This has now become our permanent home, 
with larger space than the old Playtime room, and access once again to 
Audio Visual equipment.  

Initially, I was running the weekly Sunday School classes while in the 
background we set to start up the Roster. We are very blessed to have a 
committed group of Sunday School teachers and assistants (7 teachers and 
6 assistants) who were all willing to assist and comply where required. All 
attended WHS workshops either in person or online, and the rostering of 
Sunday School for 2021 officially started in June. Evidently, this excitement 
was short-lived as we went once again into lockdown from July. 

Whilst we endeavoured to continue providing the online worksheets, we 
did not continue and as such, Sunday School has remained dormant since 
August 2021. 

Our Mothers’ Day celebration Mass was a highlight with approximately 28 
children attending followed by a song dedication to the mothers and 
mother figures in our Parish. Unfortunately, Fathers’ Day celebrations were 
not had due to the COVID lockdown restrictions. 

Once again, we can only look forward as Church hopefully begins to 'open', 
and we can somehow celebrate with our Sunday School children, hopeful 
for a smooth transition back to the Sunday School Program that we once 
knew. I look forward to the time when we can recommence the Sunday 
school program at OLF, but I am yet to discuss the pathway and what this 
may look like. I do believe we need to re-think the program and determine 
the best way we can cater and adapt to this COVID environment that is 
dictating the path we can take. 

Furthermore, I am unsure of our options for the Christmas Pageant 2021 
but am hopeful with the given roadmap for NSW for December initiating 
the return to Mass in Churches. 
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I strongly believe the Sunday School program is a vital part of the weekend 
Masses and am hopeful that we will soon be celebrating Mass, Sunday 
School Style, with the children of OLF at Peakhurst. 

Marissa De Marcellis 

EVANGELISATION 

THE SEARCH 

The SEARCH program was offered at our Parish in 2021 and was very well 
received. The SEARCH proved to be a very successful program for our 
parish with 2 groups of 30 people gathering each Thursday to share a meal, 
watch a video and participate in hearty conversation. Many friendships 
were formed, many connections made and many questions were 
answered. Participants learnt about God and faith for the very first time or 
deepened a relationship which already existed. While it was fortunate to 
complete all the formal sessions of the program, we were all eagerly 
awaiting the retreat day. Unfortunately, the Saturday planned for our 
retreat was affected by restrictions due to Covid and was unable to go 
ahead. It is hoped that this program will be able to run again in the near 
future. 

UPLIFTED 

This was an opportunity for prayer, connection and reflection via zoom. 
Each Thursday evening at 7.30pm parishioners were invited to log on and 
see some faces they have been missing and to pray and reflect together. 
These sessions ran for approximately 45mins and were a very positive time 
during such isolating times. These evenings ran through all of September 
and hope to continue through October with a Rosary theme. Other themes 
were St Joseph and Taize. 

ALPHA 

It is hoped that the near future will bring opportunities for programs to run 
in our parish again. ALPHA is a very well-known program for all levels of 
faith and is the perfect program to invite people from outside of our parish. 
Invitations can be extended to friends, family or neighbours who might be 
interested in our faith or are in need of friendship. 
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ADVENT 

After the success of last year's Advent retreat day it would be wonderful if 
we could gather in this way again. At this stage it is impossible to plan until 
we know what restrictions will be imposed in the near future.  

Thank you to everyone who has enjoyed the initiatives our parish has 
undertaken and helped in so many ways. I look forward to what the end of 
this year holds and what the new year will bring. Each program is an 
opportunity for parishioners to invite a friend, neighbour or family member 
to learn about our faith and share in the companionship we are blessed 
with. 

Special thanks to Clarissa Finan, Fran Simon, Fr Brian and Fr Tony for their 
support and participation in all evangelisation initiatives. 

Judith Kennedy 
Evangelisation 

YOUNG ADULTS 

Cornerstone Young Adults Group, which commenced in our parish with a 
series of three nights in November 2020, has continued to meet on a 
regular basis this year. 

Cornerstone is a joint work of our parish and the Disciples of Jesus 
Community. The current leadership team includes me, Antoinette Collins, 
Douglas MacDonald, Nathlene Ng and Sr Kathryn Kingsley MGL. The 
leadership team is supported by Fr Tony Alex, Kelvin Simon and Thomas Ng 
as well as other members from the Disciples of Jesus Community who 
roster on to assist with setting up and serving dinner. The Youth Mission 
Team attend as participants. 

Our usual format is to share a meal after the 6pm Mass, listen to a talk from 
a guest speaker and then enjoy some time of discussion, small groups and 
fellowship. There is a small charge for attending to cover the cost of dinner. 
Some examples of the topics covered by guest speakers have included 
Surrendering for More and The Power of Vulnerability.  

When meeting in person, Cornerstone has attracted approximately 30-35 
young people aged 18-25 years. Our most well-attended night was towards 
the start of the year with 46 attendees.  
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Some nights vary in format, for example a night of Adoration post-dinner 
on Divine Mercy Sunday. Social events have also been interspersed 
throughout the first half of the year for example, a welcome BBQ to kick 
off the year, Friday Adoration followed by hot chocolate at Oliver Brown 
and Saturday morning Mass and a BBQ breakfast at Jubilee Park. 

The 6pm Mass before each Cornerstone night has been scheduled as a 
Young Adults Mass. Kathleen Kennedy and I organise for young adults from 
the group to serve at the Mass including welcoming, commentating, 
reading and providing music. 

Cornerstone is promoted in the parish bulletin as well as online on 
Instagram and Facebook. 

COVID placed a brief pause on Cornerstone in July. We began meeting 
online in August and have continued in this way throughout lockdown. We 
have had approximately 20 or so in attendance online. The first get-
together was a games afternoon featuring online versions of games like 
Codenames and Spyfall. We have also met for a Murder Mystery-themed 
afternoon, trivia night and creative prayer afternoon. We have some 
exciting guest speakers lined up for October and we hope to be back in 
person to round out the year. 

Simone Fernandes 
Young Adults Group Leader 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Peakhurst Branch 

For the CWL Peakhurst, and the entire Parish, this has been another year 
to remember. We had meetings from February to June and registered our 
25 members with the Sydney CWL. We were looking forward to our regular 
meetings, outings and excursions only to find ourselves in lockdown in July. 

We had started selling Silver Circle and had nearly sold the first one when 
things began to change again. Back to Mass on Facebook and no contact or 
meetings. The Silver Circle was completely sold with the final draw being 
28/6/21. All prizes were delivered, and funds raised by the Silver Circle are 
directed to the City Branch for distribution to the Project of the Year. 
Cheques to CWL City and various charities have now been distributed. 
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On the first Friday of March each year, we participate in The World Day of 
Prayer with ladies from other churches in our area. However, with the 
restrictions, we each celebrated in our own church. This was a beautiful 
day, but the other ladies were missed. 

In April we held our annual Fashion Parade. This was a great success and a 
grand occasion to celebrate many members of the parish. 

It is with sadness that we mourn the loss of two of our longstanding and 
wonderful members – Inez Mullen & Frances Finch. 

Again, we thank the entire Parish for the support and care in these difficult 
times and for their continued generous financial support of our 
fundraising. We would like to thank the Parish Council for their leadership 
and support over this unprecedented year. 

Patricia Pfoeffer 
Vice-President & Minute Secretary 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

Due to the arrival of COVID in 2020, our first meeting was held on 19 March 
2021 and our last meeting was 24 June 2021. All our guests and helpers 
were regularly contacted by Helen and Annette as we were not able to 
meet for our fortnightly gatherings. On our first day this year, it was great 
to see many regulars. While we had 14 guests returning after lockdown 
there were some not wishing to risk being out in public. Our 10 helpers also 
returned to work for another year with the amazing Helen Cozzi and the 
caring Annette Dunn still piloting the group. 

Guests can be picked up by the helpers or find their own way to the Parish 
Centre by 10am every second Thursday. With the tables set for our first 
cuppa and bickie, the chatter commences. Due to COVID regulations, we 
need to use the Parish Hall to accommodate the 2 or4 sq metre rule. With 
tea and coffee on arrival, we settle into games of Rummy Cub or sometimes 
card games. Every third meeting we play Bingo. This is a great fun. 
Everybody wins at least one prize, and the luckier winners give the next 
winnings to the nearest loser. Lunch is served at noon and consists of fresh 
sandwiches and cakes made by the helpers. More tea, coffee and chatter 
follow with the guest being returned home by 1-ish. This just leaves the 
clean-up and then the helpers go home for a rest. A great day is had by all. 
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With the guests and helpers aging from 70+ to 101, there are lots of stories 
and care is taken to include everyone in the fun. 

We would welcome any seniors who would enjoy company and games with 
us. It would be great if some new helpers could join us. We can promise a 
fun day and a rewarding experience. 

As everything is on hold due to COVID-19, we have not been able to meet 
since June. Helen and Annette have been tireless in keeping in touch with 
the guests over the past 6 months. 

Until we meet again, God bless all our guests and helpers. 

Marie Ryan 
on behalf of the Friendship Group 

LENDING A HAND 

Activities were limited, particularly towards the end of the year, due to 
restrictions caused by COVID. However, the following activities did take 
place: 

• The Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk commenced in October 2020 
and so we are just celebrating our one-year anniversary. Initially 
we had around 30 attendees but due to competing demands, and 
the onset of earlier darkness with the seasons changing to winter, 
we ended up with around 15 consistently walking around Gannons 
Park each Thursday evening, up until the restrictions were put in 
place. This activity is based on a similar activity at Penrith and the 
theme is Physical/Mental/Social. Men, unlike women, are generally 
poor at communicating. Therefore, the aim of the walk and talk is 
for participants to develop friendships, to share a bit if they feel 
the need, have a chat, and get a bit of exercise. We would like to 
see more men from the parish, or anyone else, to join us on 
Thursday evenings at 6:00pm for one hour, starting from the parish 
carpark. There are no restrictions, other than it is for men, aged 15 
to whatever. We now have a committed group, enjoying each 
other’s company and a bit of socialising post the walk once a 
month. 

• We had planned to conduct a presentation by John Kirkland, who 
joined the Walk and Talk group and who represents the Fathering 
Project (www.thefatheringprojectnsw.org), speaking about the 
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importance of fathers, and fathering figures, on their children. We 
still plan to hold this presentation once the COVID restrictions have 
been removed. 

• Sadly, after around 20 years, our involvement with Canice’s Kitchen 
at Kings Cross has come to an end. We have had a dedicated group 
of parishioners supporting Julia Goff and volunteering consistently 
over this time cooking and attending at St. Canice’s three times per 
year on Sundays. Because of the COVID restrictions, St Canice’s had 
to alter its activities and has introduced a new approach with 
volunteers, so we have decided to now focus on a similar outreach, 
being the One Meal activity at Riverwood Community Centre, each 
Monday night. 

• One Meal has continued providing meals for the up to 80 people 
who come each Monday night, although lower at times more 
recently. Most of the individuals, schools, parish, and other groups 
have continued to provide the meals during the restrictions, and 
due to an exceptional effort by Emma Williams, the food has been 
provided under difficult circumstances throughout these restricted 
times at the Riverwood Community Centre. As you pass the parish 
carpark you may have noticed the One Meal Van parked there, 
which is being used on Monday nights, and is now parked in the 
church grounds between usage. 

• In June, Lending A Hand undertook a review and update of its 
guidelines, which it uses to ensure that these are still appropriate 
for our role of allocating parish funds, and assisting those less well 
off in the community: 

• During the past year, Lending a Hand allocated $8,000 in 
donations, $2,000 to each of the following, on behalf of the parish: 
- ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in 

Humans) 
It’s stated mission is “to eliminate human trafficking and the 
harm it causes, in Australia, the Asia Pacific region and 
globally”. First impressions are that we could think that this 
doesn’t affect us in Australia. But that is not the case, as this 
topic covers broad topics that impact us here, or when we go 
abroad. 

- SHINE FOR KIDS 
This organisation supports children, young people, and families 
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with relatives in the criminal justice system. SHINE wants to 
help thousands of children help stay connected to their mum 
or dad while they are in custody, through their Storytime 
program. This unique program enables parents in custody to 
strengthen their bond with their children, take a role in their 
child’s education while possibly improving their own literacy 
levels. The inmate parent simply reads a children’s story as it 
is, recorded onto a CD or Hallmark recordable book. The book 
and/or CD are forwarded onto the child, so that they can read 
the book while listening to their parent’s voice reading the 
story.  Hearing their parents voice can be comforting for 
children, particularly those not able to see their parents on a 
regular basis. 

- Wilcannia-Forbes Bishop’s Fund 
Parishioners may have seen Bishop Macbeth’s Facebook page 
detailing the impact of the Covid virus in Wilcannia, and in the 
diocese generally.  While some areas have done OK, there are 
others that have suffered worse. Many towns are remote, and 
the diocese is enormous being close in area to half of NSW. It 
has a large proportion of aboriginal people, and hospital 
facilities are limited in many towns. We have maintained 
contact with the diocese since 2018-2019 when we donated 
$10,000 to them and had a High Tea raising a further $2,500. 

- MGL Mission in the Philippines. Like Wilcannia-Forbes, many 
overseas countries have been similarly impacted by COVID. We 
received, via Fr Tony, a request for assistance from Fr Steve 
Tynan at the MGL Mission in Manila. Again, like Wilcannia-
Forbes, the MGL Mission is one that we have assisted before 
when last Christmas we donated to their Christmas Appeal for 
those in need in Manila. 

Tony Thorpe 
Chair 
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St VINCENT de PAUL 
Peakhurst Conference 

Our conference was able to conduct four meetings between March and 
May this year and then had to abandon meetings in June. Throughout this 
year we have continued to experience fewer Assistance Requests than 
usual and have carried out Client Assistance Visits using our ‘Drop and Run’ 
procedure. Some of the ‘more able’ clients have been seeking assistance 
through the Hurstville Regional Centre. So far this year the conference has 
made only 31 Home Visits. 

Whilst our Winter Appeal donations were lower than previous years, 
through the generous support of our wonderful parishioners we have 
received a total of $7275, which is an excellent result during the COVID 
pandemic. 

At the end of June our conference made a special COVID donation of $200 
to each of our five Twinning Conferences in India and will allocate a further 
$100 to each Twinning Conference as a Christmas donation. 

We are currently planning the Christmas Hamper preparation and as a 
result of ongoing uncertainty due to continual changes in COVID 
restrictions, we are fearful it may not be possible to conduct the traditional 
Parish Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal, which is the normal source of the 
majority of goods used to prepare the hampers. Under the circumstances 
this year, we are considering the purchase of pre-packaged Christmas 
Hampers from the Vinnies Foodbank. 

Our conference members wish to thank the Leadership Team, all the other 
Ministries and Fr Tony for the encouragement and support you provide to 
the St Vincent de Paul Ministry. 

Mike Flanagan 
President 

WELCOMING TEAM 

Because of the various lockdowns and restrictions due to COVID, the 
Welcoming Team has not had an opportunity to serve the parish this year. 
We hope that 2022 will see the ministry operating again as in previous 
years. 

The Leadership Team 
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OPERATIONS 
FINANCE 

Like everywhere else, the past year has been an abnormal one for parish 
finances. Due to COVID restrictions, activities generally have been 
impacted, including participation at Mass. Overall, normal income and 
expenses have been down on last year due to the lesser activity. However, 
primarily because of income from the government stimulus and from the 
weekly markets, which is a new source of income this past year, the 
operating surplus for the year was roughly in line with last year. Expenses 
for renovations and other major items were below last year, but we have 
provided for some needed maintenance and improvements, which will be 
implemented in the current financial year, making use of the income from 
the government stimulus. 

Key components of the 2020-21 financial year income include: 

• Collections 
- Envelope collections were 14% down on last year 
- Monthly credit card collections were 23% above last year. Our 

gratitude for the ongoing support of many parishioners, together 
with those parishioners who, during the year, transferred from 
being envelope contributors previously. This method of 
contributing is the backbone of our income, particularly during 
lockdown. 

- Combined Loose Money Collections across 1st and 2nd Collections 
were 31% lower than last year 

• Government Stimulus:  
- JobKeeper $24,295 (Last year $9,000) 
- Cash Flow $10,000 (Last year $10,000) 

• Total income from markets was $24,765 including $17,500 from 
weekly markets (Last year total from markets was $11,294) 

• Normal operating expenses were generally either in line with, or 
below, last year 

Overall, we had a net surplus of $32,348. 

At the end of the financial year, we had $113,697 in the Church Account 
with $388,285 in Cash Management and Term Deposit Accounts. 

Tony Thorpe 
Chairperson, Finance Committee 
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Markets Update 

The food markets are conducted on our parish grounds each Saturday and 
once a month on a Friday night. They are not operated by the parish itself 
but by an independent operator who has had a similar operation at 
Ramsgate for a number of years. 

This activity has been successfully proceeding on our parish grounds for 
some time now and provides an important connection between our Parish 
and the local community. 

It provides a wonderful opportunity for food producers and vendors of 
produce to sell their produce and goods. Many such food producers come 
from far away to sell their produce at the markets. An example of one such 
producer is a fruit vendor who has his farm at Mangrove Mountain which 
is close to Gosford. 

It is very heartening that the markets give so many vendors the opportunity 
to sell their produce. Without this opportunity many have had no outlets 
for sale. In fact, some of the operators have told me, “Without these 
markets at Peakhurst, we would have no sales.” 

It is wonderful to see so many people in the Georges River LGA who 
support the markets. Its popularity is increasing particularly with warmer 
weather. 

Whilst the parish does not have direct control of the markets, if the parish 
is alerted to issues relating to the markets, it has and will react as 
necessary. 

I am pleased to say that the parish has a very good working relationship 
with the operator of the markets particularly about compliance with 
COVID-19 rules, which specifically allow for the operation of “a food 
market”. 

Apart from the advantages which are set out above, including a very good 
opportunity for vendors, the markets give customers a good opportunity 
for an experience which is not readily available in the city and at the same 
time an operation which provides good revenue for the parish. 

John Fitzpatrick 
Leadership Team Markets Liaison 
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Parish Centre Update 

Use of the hall by our regular hirers was constrained by COVID restrictions 
with a consequential impact on revenue. 

With the announcement of a path forward by the government we have had 
an indication from a small number of users that they would like to resume 
activities in accordance with the government’s pathway. 

Steve Graham 
Leadership Team Hall Hire Link Person 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Over the past 2 years we have seen the importance of virtually staying 
connected with our church community. Livestreaming our weekly Masses, 
Adoration, Sunday Mass and funerals have enabled our parishioners to stay 
connected to celebrate Mass or commemorate a loved one. We are very 
thankful for the parishioners who willingly learnt how to operate our 
livestreaming devices, to ensure the best quality visual and audio for our 
online viewers. 

Our parish has also managed to keep the lines of communication open 
through periodic emails as well as our Facebook page. 

PARISH WEBSITE 

This year the Communications Team has been working with the 
Archdiocese of Sydney web developers to learn more about how to 
effectively present information on a website and social media to increase 
engagement online. This weekend we have launched our new website. 
The Communications Team is very excited to present it to the Our Lady of 
Fatima community. 

We hope the website allows anyone who comes across us online, to feel 
that they are welcome as we journey together as a faith-filled 
community, striving to spread the good news of Jesus through the 
intercession of Our Lady of Fatima. 

Ravilya Sedlar 
Website Development Team 
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The BARK 

The BARK continues to be published quarterly at the end of March, June, 
September and December each year. Each issue is comprised of articles 
contributed by parishioners including regular reports on Liturgy, Finance 
and from the Leadership Team. 

The Bark endeavours to include items of interest to all parishioners, though 
not perhaps all at the same time! In the past year we have included 
remembrances of John Vaux, the CWL fashion parade, initiatives in 
evangelisation, Lending A Hand activities and causes (including the One 
Meal Service at Riverwood and the Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk group), 
St Vincent de Paul and Cornerstone Young Adults Group, among many 
other items. A highlight of past issues has been stories offered by 
parishioners about their own experiences, including long-distance walking 
and unusual encounters with God. 

Despite the apparent “pause” in activities caused by the most recent stay-
at-home orders, there is much happening in our parish. In preparing the 
September issue this year, I have received plenty of material generously 
shared by so many parishioners. 

Keeping connected is important at any time and especially now, as we wait 
for the opportunity to see each other face to face again. I hope that The 
BARK helps to some extent. 

I thank all those who contribute, especially the “regulars”. I am also very 
grateful to Ruth Meagher who does such an outstanding job with the 
desktop publishing of each issue. 

While The BARK will continue to be primarily an online resource (emailed 
directly to those who request it, and also available via the parish website), 
print copies can be obtained by contacting the Parish Office at 
olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

If you have anything to contribute (article, idea, photograph) please email 
Julia Goff at goffam1@optusnet.com.au. 

Julia Goff 
Editor-in-Chief 

  

mailto:olfpeak@bigpond.com
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MAINTENANCE & WHS 

Due to the COVID disruptions, Planned Maintenance programme tasks 
have been deferred to 2022. 

Major works undertaken during 2021: 

• Removal of dead and damage trees in car park 
• Removal of termite nest in the upper part of one tree. 
• Repair of damaged asphalt in car park (damage caused by the Red 

Cross mobile donation unit) paid for by Blood Bank 

Minor maintenance undertaken during 2021: 

• Garden and lawn maintenance 
• NBN commissioned 
• Routine fire safety inspection 
• Electrical tests and inspections in relation to intermittent tripping 

of circuit breakers 
• Repairs to door locks & keys 
• Plumbing repairs, taps & sewer blockages 
• Minor repair to Parish House roof 
• Service to ride-on mower and replacement of starter battery 

Future work 

In addition to routine maintenance, the following work is planned as easing 
in restrictions permits: 

• A quotation for further repairs to the leaking roof of the Parish 
Centre has been accepted and we are awaiting the commencement 
of the work. 

• Quotations for internal repairs to the Parish Centre ceiling and hall 
wall are in progress. 

• Replacement of floor coverings in the hall and office will be 
undertaken once all other renovation work is complete. 

• Replacement of hall, office and potentially some church lighting 
under State Government LED lighting incentive program. 

Items under consideration (additional to the Planned Maintenance 
Programme): 

• Restoration of the crucifix & church statues 
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• LED upgrade to votive candle stand 
• Renovation of Playtime outdoor area 

Paul Moreton & Steven Graham 

SAFEGUARDING 

The role of the Safeguarding Support Officer (SSO) is to support and to 
assist the Parish Priest in his Safeguarding responsibilities, to ensure the 
Archdiocese of Sydney's Policy and Protocols are implemented and 
maintained to create safe environments in the parish. When this role was 
first established, Chris Bounds, as our first SSO, initiated and prepared most 
of the documentation and processes around Safeguarding in our Parish.  

After completing my training last December, I took on this role at the start 
of 2021. The first task was establishing a Safeguarding Committee made up 
of representatives of the main child related ministries in our Parish and 
who would regularly be present at one of the weekend Masses. The 
committee was made up of Camille Philips (SVDP), Tosca Galluzzo 
(Sacramental Team), Julia Goff (Catechists) and Marisa De Marcellis 
(Children’s Liturgy). 

The first task that was undertaken was to compile an updated list of active 
volunteers in our Parish and to cross check with our Parish’s current 
personnel database to determine whether our Parish was compliant with 
Safeguarding requirements. The Committee then worked with each of our 
Ministry Leaders to ensure that all Parish volunteers had signed and 
submitted a Volunteer Acceptance Form and ‘Code of Conduct for Working 
with Children’. This documentation is kept by the Parish in a confidential 
and secure file. 

The next task was to ensure all ‘child related’ workers and volunteers in 
our Parish have a verified Working with Children Check (WWCC). The 
following Ministry Roles have been deemed as Child-Related Work by the 
Office of the Children’s Guardian and therefore require a WWCC regardless 
of the situation:  

• Parish Secretary 
• Youth Minister 
• Sacramental Coordinators and Sacramental Group Leaders  
• Catechists in State Schools  
• Children’s Liturgy Coordinators  
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• Acolytes and Senior Altar Servers  
• Ministers of the Word/Readers/Lectors  
• Parish Collectors (AKA Wardens) 
• Eucharistic Ministers 

Many thanks to Clarissa who keeps a check on WWCC records and notifies 
any volunteer if their WWCC needs updating. 

Another requirement in regard to any volunteer involved in ‘child-related’ 
activities in our Parish, is the completion of Safeguarding Induction Training 
Course. Each volunteer was contacted and given the option of completing 
the course online or attending an onsite training in May 2021. Another 
onsite training course was held prior to the re-introduction of Children’s 
Liturgy for all group leaders. As of September 2021, most volunteers in 
‘child related’ activities have completed this training. Further training 
opportunities will be made available once COVID restrictions are eased. 

Finally, our 2021 Parish Self-Assessment and Continuous Improvement 
Plan has been submitted to the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Office and will 
be available on our Parish website. 

Many thanks to Fr Tony, our Safeguarding Committee members, Ministry 
Leaders and Parish Secretary Clarissa for their assistance with Safeguarding 
processes and to all volunteers who are supporting all Safeguarding 
requirements, which ensures our Parish is a safe environment for our 
children and young people. 

Deb Cummins 
Safeguarding Support Officer (SSO) 


