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Families, parishioners, parish ministries, outreach and thoughts about the broader
Church are all included in this June/Winter issue of The Bark. There are updates
from the Leadership Team, Catholic Women’s League, Evangelisation, Friendship
Group, Lending a Hand and Altar Servers as well as reflections on the not-quitepost-COVID life of one of our parish families. We also farewell two of our wonderful
parishioners who have recently died – Branko Tudjman and Jim Walsh. There are
articles reflecting on issues and ideas which concern us as Catholics today. Check
out the exciting report on our recent “Topping up the Dad Tank” evening on the
inside back page. Thank you to all those who have contributed so generously.

Leadership Team Update – Winter 2022
Further to my last update, it is pleasing to report that the effects of COVID-19, while still very challenging, do
not appear to adversely affect us at Peakhurst. We continue to operate without the necessity for it to be
compulsory to wear masks.
Notwithstanding this we still must be very vigilant to avoid unnecessary contact which may cause a spread of
COVID-19.
Some highlights since the March 2022 Bark include the following:

Evangelisation Ministry
Evangelisation is a very important part of our parish at Peakhurst. There are a number of initiatives which
include the following:


The first series of The Search was highly successful. The program was conducted on both Thursday
mornings and Thursday evenings and discussed various aspects of our faith. Following its success, a
new series of The Search will commence very soon. The program will be outlined in the bulletin.



On 4 March 2022 the parish conducted a Taize Prayer Service which is designed to help prayer and
meditation. It was extremely well patronised and another Taize Prayer Service will be held in the very
near future.

St Vincent de Paul – Lismore Flood Appeal
Since the last issue of The Bark, further funds have been received to support the Lismore Flood Appeal. I am
very pleased to announce that more than $10,000 has been received from parishioners in Peakhurst. Those
funds will go directly to Vinnies in Lismore to assist the recovery effort. There will be no administration fees
applicable and 100% of the money raised will go directly to assist the flood effort.

Playground Area
The Leadership Team is continuing to consider an upgrade of the playtime play area. Quotations have been sought
and further details will be provided in due course.

Videos
As I reported in the March edition of The Bark, One Meal Riverwood continues to provide vital assistance in the
way of meals and food parcels handed out at the Riverwood Community Centre. A video interview with Emma
Williams, who leads the One Meal program, will be shown at Masses in the very near future. In addition, a video
interview with Mike Flanagan highlighting the wonderful work of Vinnies at Peakhurst will be screened thereafter.

Caritas – Ukraine Appeal
Caritas Australia continues to seek funds to send to Caritas Ukraine. We can all appreciate the significant need to
support this very worthwhile charity.

COVID-19 Rules
COVID-19 rules continue to change from time to time. Please keep a lookout for any changes which may appear in
the weekly bulletin. We continue to promote the use of hand sanitiser when at Mass.

Survey
A survey will be undertaken very soon at our parish. Your support in completing the survey and returning it will be
greatly appreciated.

Markets Drinks Stall Volunteers
Our parish raises approximately $500 at the monthly Friday Night Markets soft drinks stall which are held in the
parish grounds. Please consider volunteering for an hour or two to assist the parish in this way. Contact the parish
office with your details. It’s a great way to support the parish and to meet new people.

John Fitzpatrick, Chair, Leadership Team

Friendship Group

W

e held our first gathering for 2022 on 28 April. We had a full house with 13 guests and eight helpers
attending. You can imagine the noise with lots of chatter and catching up to do. Morning tea was served,
Rummikub played and then we had freshly made sandwiches and homemade slices and cakes for lunch. Bingo
is played every third meeting with lots of prizes for both the winners and losers.
Learning Links Preschool students drew pictures of themselves and each person was given one. Hopefully we
can keep the communication up between the students and our group. (See the article later in this issue for
more detail.)
Guests are always welcome whether you are 60 or 100; we promise a fun day and a rewarding experience.
Thank you to the parish for the update and the outfitting of the Meeting Room. The new chairs are very
comfortable and only one guest requires an extra cushion.
We remember one of our long-time members Flo White, in our prayers. She is unwell and has not been able to
join us this year.
Till next time...
Annette Dunn and Pat Pfoeffer
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A life lived well— Branko Tudjman
Branko Tudjman was a long-time parishioner at OLF
Peakhurst, joining the parish in 1977 with his wife
Anne and raising their children here. His story,
however, began a world and a lifetime away.
1939 was a big year; World War 2 began, the first
helicopter was made, the Wizard of Oz was
released, the first computer was invented and a
baby boy called Branimir Tudjman was born in a
small village in Croatia on March 12. He was raised
on a farm, being the second eldest of three boys
and three girls.
By the time he was six years old Yugoslavia was at
war with Germany and his father, Juraj, died
battling in the nearby forests with no weapons.
As a kid Branko had plenty of friends and life was
free and easy. He rose early to attend to his jobs
on the farm, working alongside his mother.
School was a forty-minute walk, sometimes in
pelting rain and icy, frosty snow, with Branko
often taking risks skidding across the ice with his
studded shoes. It was at school that he developed
a passion for soccer.
At the age of 13 Branko left school to pursue a
trade; while he wanted to become an electrician,
his brother signed him up as a bricklayer as
apparently
there
were
no
electrical
apprenticeships available.
Branko felt challenged growing up living under a
communist regime. He despised the hardships
that he witnessed each day and he couldn't
foresee a fulfilling future for himself. So at the age
of 17 he made an difficult decision that changed his
life. Attempting to escape from his country in a bid
for freedom,his first attempt was unsuccessful
and resulted in an interrogation in a cell.
Eventually he was sent back home to his mother,
but not for long. A couple of months later he tried
to escape again, this time on his own. He had no
documents, no bag, no family, no possessions. He
escaped with the clothes on his back and a
miniscule amount of money in his pocket.
Again, his goal was to board a train for Austria.
However, he didn’t make the same error as
before. He got off the train two stops before the
Austrian border, ran into the forest and walked for
about six hours. Eventually he stumbled over a
vast mountain. In the distance the military spotted

him and started firing at him. There were at least
six deafening gunshots. By now Branko was
running for his life, determined not to be seized
for a second time. Successfully reaching the peak
of the mountain he slid on his backside down to
the other side, only to discover he had crossed the
border. This was verified when he saw a packet of
Austrian cigarettes on the ground.
After being interrogated by Austrian police Branko
was relocated to Linz to stay in a migrant camp
where he worked on a farm for three months.The
migrants were given some choices as to where
they would like to live: Belgium, Canada or
Australia. To go to Belgium was to work in the
mines and Branko was keen to do this, but some
of the men heard one of the mines had collapsed
so he avoided this option. Canada was appealing
for Branko but some migrants in the camp had
been waiting six months so he decided to head to
Australia.
He travelled by train to Genoa, in Italy and
boarded a ship called the ‘Roma’ for a six-week
journey. Branko only disembarked once, in Egypt,
where he had a terrifying time trying to get back
onto the ship. He had to trade the shirt off his own
back to get transport back to the ship.
He arrived in Melbourne on Christmas Day in 1957
aged 18 and was put on a train to Bonegilla Camp.
Then he was off to Mildura for six weeks to go
grape picking. From there he went to Sydney to
work on the railways for six months before
working for the British Motor Corporation.
Close to the age of 21 Branko met 16 year old Anne
Patterson. Their first meeting was at the baths at
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Brighton Beach where he was with his mates and
she was with her girlfriends. On that day they fell
in love.
With no time to waste, Branko (22) married Anne
(17) in 1961. In 1962 Stephen was born, followed by
Brigette four years later and Damien in 1972. Anne
and Branko first lived in Annandale then Rockdale
and then purchased their first house in Oatley in
1969. This was the family home for eight years
until they moved to Peakhurst where they've
resided for 45 years.
Branko was a footy fanatic; you’d all know that St
George Dragons was his team. All his colourful
comments meant that those around him definitely
remembered him. He was also a keen golfer and
played religiously for years each Tuesday. In his
spare time Branko was a handyman and a problem
solver.
He was renowned for cooking up a storm on the
barbecue when the family entertained and he and
Anne hosted many parties over the years. These
parties were an extension of Branko’s personality
and a demonstration of his love for his friends.
Branko was greatly honoured when he was asked
to give a speech about his life as a migrant for the
Australian National Maritime Museum at the
unveiling ceremony in May 2007, with his name
newly inscribed on panel 44 of the Welcome Wall.
His family were so proud of him as he explained
his earlier struggles in his life to the people
gathered on this auspicious occasion.
Family meant everything to Branko. The Tudjman
kids were very fortunate growing up as their
parents saved hard to take them overseas to
various destinations including visiting Branko’s
homeland in 1976. While Branko avoided
conscription on his return, he did not escape a
four-hour police interrogation when the family
arrived in his hometown. Despite this they had a
tremendous holiday and shared a special time as
he reunited with his family after 20 years.
Branko retired from owning his own business but
then worked delivering medicine in the Eastern
suburbs. In light of Branko’s spirited personality
and ability to make anyone laugh he became a hit
with his clients. He could cheer up anyone who
was feeling unwell and he was greatly missed
when he retired from this job 10 years later. Anne
and Branko enjoyed many trips together during
their retirement.

Branko’s grandchildren - Ellen, Vanessa, Ethan,
Lachlan, Bodi, Rafi and Fenix were all a special part
of his life. He would relish opportunities to be with
them and was always so proud of their
accomplishments.
Branko and Anne were very fortunate not only to
have celebrated a 50th wedding anniversary but
also their 60th, and the two papal blessings hang
proudly in their loungeroom as testament to these
significant milestones.
Branko was a man of strength, courage and
bravery and took whatever cross he had to bear in
life. It was no surprise to those who knew him
best that, when 17 years ago, he was diagnosed
with bladder cancer, he had faith that he would
get through it. In fact, he survived that ordeal
twice.
Then on 5 May 2021 Branko was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer. He was given a year at best
without any intervention. Surgery was followed by
intense rounds of chemotherapy, all to no avail.
He spent long periods of time in hospital and
during the last hospital stay Branko was found to
have an autoimmune disease that rendered him
paralyzed from the knees down. It was suggested
he be moved to a nursing home to which Anne
gave a flat ‘no’. With the assistance of Calvary
Palliative Care their home was set up like a
hospital and Anne devoted herself wholly to care
for her Branko. This could not have been done
without help from Brigette and Damien.
Branko taught not through words but through
actions and these were always from the heart. His
loyalty and dedication to his wife Anne, over 60
years of marriage, was such a precious gift and
Anne reciprocated this love, which was visible to
all.
Despite everything that Branko was dealt, he
never complained about what he had to endure,
the endless medication he had to take or the fact
he couldn’t walk anymore. He has taught us all a
lesson in life: face the inevitable, be stoic, it is all
part of God’s plan. His strength and bravery
during life, throughout his last year and final
breath was unwavering. Never a word of self-pity
did any of the family hear. His focus was always
the needs of his precious family. His selflessness
was visible as a lesson to all.
His family have no memory of Branko saying a bad
word about anyone. His word was impeccable and
if he said something he made it happen. He was
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also a man of integrity who carried himself with dignity and pride but always with humility, never an ego on
show. Branko didn’t care what people thought of him, he was always ‘just him”, and this is what made him so
special. He made the most out of any situation and lived life to the full every day.
Those who attended the 5pm Mass would know that Branko always assisted with the collection and hung
around for a great belly laugh after Mass. He often held the collection bag up and would joke ‘Next door
after Mass - my shout!’
As said so well by his family at his Mass of Thanksgiving on 17 May “You were loved by all of us here today and by everyone who crossed your path. If death is the price of
living, you spent your time wisely, lived with unwavering faith and valued each moment with those dear to
you.”
(Based on the eulogy written by the Tudjman Family)

Vale Jim Walsh

L

ong-time parishioners and readers of The Bark will have fond memories of Jim and Barbara Walsh who
were members of OLF Peakhurst from 1984, when they moved from Beverly Hills to their new home in
Lugarno. They had continued to attend Mass at Regina Coeli for a few weeks after their move until one
Sunday Jim took a right turn into the OLF car park, with them both thereby becoming dedicated OLFers until
they moved to retirement living at Concord in 1999.
Being the type of people they are, both Jim and Barbara quickly got involved in parish matters, particularly as
this was the time OLF was transitioning to become a parish without a resident priest. Jim served on the
Leadership Team and was involved in the process of selecting which parish we would be linked to (which of
course was Penshurst Parish with Father Paul Jacobs as the parish priest). Barbara was part of the group
which started the Peakhurst branch of the Catholic Women’s League; she is still involved in her current parish
and sees our Peakhurst CWL representatives at meetings at Polding House. She was also a member of the
RCIA team.
Jim’s commitment to service in the local area was already well known as he was an alderman on Hurstville
Council from 1970 to 1977, serving as Mayor from September 1971 (at the age of 37) to March 1974, then
serving as Deputy Mayor for the rest of 1974. He ended his term as Alderman due to his work commitments,
working in research and development for Grace Bros.
Jim was truly a local lad, completing his secondary education at Marist Brothers at Kogarah (and then
undertaking a commercial degree from UNSW) and being a member of the Beverly Hills Branch of the ALP.
Both Jim and Barbara were energetic and creative members of the original Bark team which is when I came to
know them. Their love of the parish and generosity with their time and talents meant that the then-monthly
parish magazine was a lively and interesting mix of views and news. Jim’s interest in the parish and in people
was coupled with a gentlemanly demeanour and wonderful sense of humour.
We were very sad to hear recently of Jim’s sudden death, at the age of 88 and extend our heartfelt sympathy
to Barbara and their four sons and daughter. May he rest in peace.

Julia Goff
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Linking young and old
Sharon Moran with one of the young artists from Learning
LInks

In early 2020, Learning Links Preschool at
Peakhurst was looking at ways to reach out to the
community. The preference was to connect with a
group in the area who would enjoy the company of
young children. Our group of choice was the Our
Lady of Fatima Friendship Group. To facilitate this
connection, Sharon Moran started discussions with
the Friendship Group. Unfortunately, COVID-19
put the brakes on our project and every time we
became excited about joining the group another
lockdown foiled our plans.
At the same time, the Lending a Hand Team had
been watching an ABC documentary entitled ‘Old
People’s Home for 4 year olds’. (https://
iview.abc.net.au/show/old-people-s-home-for-4year-olds). This show highlighted the benefits, for
both age groups, of young children interacting with
seniors and the Lending a Hand team were looking
at a way to duplicate this connection in our local
community.

As life started to return to some normalcy in 2022,
Learning Links Preschool began to rethink their initial ideas. Camille Philips approached Sharon Moran on behalf
of the Lending a Hand Team and, after much discussion, they came to the conclusion that the best way forward
in these uncertain times was to tread softly.
A plan was hatched to have the children complete artworks for the members of the Friendship Group at Our
Lady of Fatima Catholic Church at Peakhurst. Camille introduced Sharon to Pat Pfoeffer, the Co-ordinator of the
Friendship Group. We asked Pat if she thought our plan was acceptable and if she thought the participants of
the Friendship Group would enjoy this interaction. Pat gave us the green light and we were finally off and
running.
Pat gave Sharon the names of the Friendship Group participants and Sharon asked the children to make a
personalised artwork for each member of the Friendship Group. The Preschool children were delighted to oblige
and excitedly spent quite a bit of time on their masterpieces. Pat presented all the participants with their
artworks on Thursday, 12 May. You can see by the smiles on everyone’s faces - children and adult - that they
loved the connection.
We are all excited to explore the possibilities of future interactions and hope to build this relationship.

Camille Philips and Sharon Moran

Below—happy members of the Friendship Group proudly display the
artworks given to them by their young friends
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Lending a hand to Santa Teresa
couple of years ago in
Aeasier-to-navigate
pre-COVID and muchtimes,

my daughter Sienna
was lucky enough to
travel to the Northern
Territory as part of an
immersion
program
with her school, St
Ursula's at Kingsgrove.
She spent a week in the
community at Santa
Teresa where she met a
number of Ursuline nuns
working there.

The OLSH Sisters ran the school. Dormitories
were constructed and the children and older
boys and girls stayed in the dormitories from
Monday to Saturday. They were allowed to go
to their families on Sunday. Shelters were built
for families around the community.
The community has grown and today it is a
community of 500 – 600 people. The services
resident in the community are:

 A community store with fuel supplies,
 Catholic Care offices,
 An art co-op called Keringke Arts

As part of our vision in Lending a Hand (LAH)
we are always interested to learn about places
and people who may be able to benefit from the
funds so generously distributed by our parish
through this ministry. It is important, in fact
imperative to LAH, that funds donated help a
large number of people at a time and generally
contribute to enhancing a community or group
of people.

 A police station

After her return, Sienna was telling me how
deeply she was struck with the need to help in
some way to support the women of this
community not too far from Alice Springs. When
we were canvassing ideas for LAH projects
recently, I reached out through Julie Monk from
St Ursula’s to Sr Anne who works within the
Santa Teresa community. It is an essential
element of distributing parish funds through our
LAH ministry that we do our best to make
personal contact with someone closely related
to the project and that this person is committed
to providing us with feedback on how these
funds have been spent and the impact of our
parish’s generosity.

 A swimming pool

Santa Teresa is a Catholic Community and all
the families are intimately connected to the wider
faith community. Families sign up weeks in
advance to have a home Mass celebrated in
their front yard. Extended family members of all
ages come for the celebration of Eucharist.

Sr Anne provided me with some interesting
background about this indigenous community.
Fr Patrick Moloney MSC began working with the
eastern Arrernte people in 1935 in Alice
Springs. The “community“ was moved away
from Alice Springs to Charles Creek before
moving to the area near an old gold mining
“town” of Arltunga.

The Spirituality Centre in which the women
gather was created in 2003 in what was the girls’
dormitory by Sr Val, a sister of St. Joseph of
Cluny. It was established as a place of safety,
connection, healing and creativity. The women
design the crosses which they paint with great
creativity and love. They also learnt to paint silk
scarves which they continue to create.

The Santa Teresa Community was established
at its present site in 1953 after the water around
Arltunga was contaminated by mining. The site
to which the community was relocated has an
abundant underground water supply. The
community is about 80kms south east of Alice
Springs. 30km of the road there is bitumen and
the rest is dirt in varying conditions.

Sr Liz, a Good Samaritan sister, followed on
after Sr Val left. Sr Liz lived and worked in the
community for 12 years and was a much-loved
member of the community. The women felt a
great loss when Sr Liz relocated to the East.
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 Catholic Education Office Preparatory to
Year 10 School.

 MacDonnell Shire Office
 Health Clinic
 Catholic Church and Presbytery
 Afootball oval
The population of the community is mainly
Eastern Arrernte families. Some of the service
providers such as teachers, health workers,
Catholic Care staff and police live in the
community.

As there was no one to carry on Sr Liz’s full-time
work in the community, Sr Anne volunteered to

large iron shed. Keeping it clean and looking
attractive is difficult. The purchase of a very
sturdy vacuum cleaner will radically assist trying
to keep the place clean. We are trying to create a
space where the women can come and sit
comfortably and connect with each other even if
they do not want to paint. The purchase of some
colourful throws and coffee tables will establish a
comfortable meeting space. There are seats that
were purchased a few years ago that are still in
good condition. I also spoke about crockery and
cutlery. The items that are in use now are
chipped and need replacing. If there are any
funds left we could replace the curtains at the
windows.”

come out two days a week to help the women
with orders, supplies and invoicing. Apart from
spiritual direction and retreat work, Sr Anne lives
in Alice Springs with another Ursuline sister who
is a doctor and a diabetes specialist.
Like everywhere else, COVID-19 had a great
impact on the work of the women. Things slowed
dramatically until recently. As they are learning to
live with the virus there have been several large
orders for the beautiful crosses that the women
create.
I asked Sr Anne if there was any way that our
parish could help these women to continue the
work they are so lovingly doing. What she asked
for were some simple things to enhance the
space in which the women do their work. Here's
what she said after we forwarded $1500 to help
out with improving the conditions in the
"workshed".

Again, our very unique OLF Lending a Hand
ministry has, on your behalf, been able to make a
practical and loving difference to a beautiful
community.
Emma Williams, Lending a Hand

‘”The donation that you are so generously
offering will enhance the space for the women.
As I said earlier, we work in what is essentially a

OLF Pilgrims on the journey

O

ur parish recently hosted a pilgrimage to Penrose Park to coincide with our feast day of
Our Lady of Fatima.The day commenced with the fifty participants gathering in our
church and having a short input on the significance of pilgrimage and the power of prayer as we
began the journey. We had time for prayer and to write about our prayer intentions and to
consider the intentions of our family, friends and parish.
We then boarded the coach and crossed the threshold; this was the moment we became
displaced and entered into the true spirit of pilgrimage. As the coach departed we prayed for a
safe journey and for us to feel the presence of Christ journeying with us.
On arrival in Penrose we had a warm cup of tea and got familiar with the surroundings. The
Pauline Fathers were very welcoming as we joined them in the Pilgrim Mass celebrated in the
main church. Fr Gabriel (a Moses look-alike) was very welcoming and exhorted us to listen to
what Jesus was saying to each of us on this day. Mass was followed by Adoration and praying
the Rosary with the Sacrament of Reconciliation being offered. Pilgrims also especially enjoyed
praying at the beautiful Fatima shrine at the rear of the church.
Lunch was enjoyed as a community before we headed off on our Rosary pilgrimage to the main
grotto of Our Blessed Mother. Different members of our group led the decades of the Rosary. We
prayed as we walked, we sang as we walked and we helped each other along the way. We
passed many international shrines and small chapels dedicated to different saints and servants
of the Church.
The highlight of the day was most certainly finishing our Rosary at the main grotto. Fr Tony led
us in prayer for our community. He walked to the top of the grotto alone with all our prayer
intentions in a basket and two members of our group sang Ave Maria; the silence was only
broken by the birds singing. Each of us then had the opportunity to pray at the grotto and to
have a closer look at the beautiful shrines.
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We returned to the coach in silence, as our prayer experience continued. There was a true
presence of the Lord and a peace and joy within us all. The frailer members of our group were
cared for and were able to fully immerse themselves in the pilgrimage experience. On
embarking for the return journey we each received a scroll containing a scripture verse. People
were deeply moved by how the scripture verse was a prayer they needed or how well the
scripture applied to their experiences during the day.
On the return trip we enjoyed some Fatima trivia questions while some people took the time to
journal and others enjoyed a little snooze after enjoying the fresh air.
Feedback about the pilgrimage experience has been extremely positive. Many of the pilgrims
were deeply touched by the experience and there was a great sense of community throughout
the whole day. We all experienced a true pilgrimage with a booklet that took us through the
various stages of the day..
The weather was just perfect in the midst of a rainy week and on the whole it was a very
uplifting and spiritual experience. Our community is certainly blessed. I feel this is an
experience that our parish will seek to enjoy again.
Many thanks to John and Kathleen Kennedy for their hard work in to organising the food and
transport and our gratitude to Anthony Rehayem and his family for the beautiful photos that
captured our experience.
What’s coming up?
We are very happy to be offering The Search program again this year. The next program will
commence on Thursday 28 July with both morning and evening sessions available. Details of
how to register for this very popular and worthwhile program will be available very soon.
I encourage you to extend an invitation to a friend or a neighbour who may be interested in
learning about our faith or deepening the faith they already have. It is also a program you could
consider repeating if you enjoyed it last time.
Keep an eye out in the bulletin, the website and social media for other opportunities to attend
some wonderful events as you continue to grow in faith. If you have any questions please feel
free to email mission@ourladyoffatima.com.au
Judith Kennedy, Evangelisation Co-ordinator
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Update from the Wilcannia-Forbes Diocese

Y

ou may recall that, over recent years, we have donated from our parish to ease financial pressures in
the Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes. We donated $15000 towards the Bourke community who were
experiencing the worst drought in their history.

Early last year we donated $2000 to the Bishop’s discretionary account during the height of the COVID-19
crisis. The community at Wilcannia had a very high number of virus cases as there is a large Indigenous
community living closely together and the virus spread quickly amongst them.
We heard how food and supplies were hampered and local shops had run low on many items including
nappies. Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green spent two weeks there helping with the spiritual needs of the
community as well as packaging food hampers.
I recently made contact with Maryanne Zammit, a pastoral care worker in the Diocese. I was informed that our
$2000 has been put aside to replace the guttering for the church and to purchase much-needed additional
seating. Maryanne has promised us some photographs on completion of this work.
I have spoken several times with Fr Don Gunn, Vicar General for the Diocese. He has shared details of the
limited funding available to maintain the many church buildings in their diocese. One of their pressing needs is
to replace the floor in the church at Goodooga. Fr Don is hoping to obtain a heritage grant from the council for
$5000 and requires a further $5000 to complete the project. We will discuss this need when further
information becomes available.

Paul Napier, Lending a Hand

St Vincent de Paul June 2022 Update

I

n response to the Vinnies’ Flood Appeal in March, I was approached by parishioners who wished to
donate but needed assurance that the money would go directly to the Lismore flood victims. I was able to
contact the Vinnies Lismore Central Council President, Gail Gaudron, who supplied their bank account
details which ensured all OLF Peakhurst donations would go directly to Lismore. Through the generous
support of parishioners, we were able to transfer a total of $10,233 to Lismore Vinnies to assist their flood
victims.
On Wednesday 6 April Toni and I drove to Lismore to visit Gail at the Vinnies Distribution Centre, which also
doubles as Client Support, to meet with volunteers, listen to their stories, see their operations and to
witness the flood devastation at first hand.
Therese, the Retail Area Manager, told us how she and her partner used a tinnie to rescue flood victims
including a man who was turning 90 that week. He didn’t want to leave, saying “I may as well die as I have
lost my medication, my wallet and all my money and my house.” They assured the elderly man that Vinnies
would take care of him.
Therese’s parents lost everything in their home at Casino. Angelo, the Distribution Centre Manager, whose
house at Coraki was totally gutted, had to move back into the upper floor and was sleeping on a camp
stretcher without electricity, using a torch and a camp stove. He had returned to work to ‘help the poor
people who lost everything’ feeling that he was better off than them. Vinnies lost the two main stores at
Lismore and Mullumbimby, which provide a large part of the funds Vinnies used to support their clients.
Toni and I visited the Lismore CBD which houses the Vinnies store where both floors were completely
devastated. Following is a letter of appreciation I have received from Gail.
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Good Morning Mike and Members,
We thank you for your wonderful donation. Last week we met with Tweed Council, and are
planning to do outreach with other organizations. In the Chinderah area were eight impacted
van parks- we feel that is largely where the gaps in service are. These communities have some
barriers including but not limited to health, mobility, finance, capacity and understanding and
knowing why they need to go to a recovery centre.
They have limited knowledge of grants and funding available to support them and even more
limitations with access to technology to support them in accessing grants and services.
They are either not insured or grossly under insured and those who have some form of
insurance are still waiting on assessors.
They have limited understanding of the impacts of living in their current situation and some are
fearful that they will return to have lost everything in their van. The Village Managers have not
been forthcoming with evacuations and the needs of those in the parks. Their immediate needs
as ascertained thus far are tradespeople, materials to repair damage and reassurance that they
have a person to connect with.
Residents are pensioners/couples, individuals, mixed couples, retirees, older couples, and a low
socioeconomic area. Common Issues: Transport, Mobility, economics, unsure if what is
available and how to navigate, lack of tradespeople and skilled workforce.
Service Providers will work with St Vincent de Paul outreach, Council, Lifeline, RAMHP, RSL Sub
branch social worker (Kingscliff), Resilience NSW, Service NSW and Vinnies.
Your generous donation will assist us to re-build their situations.
God Bless
Gail Gaudron, President, Lismore Central Council

The 2022 Vinnies Winter Appeal is being held in June and with the onset of such a cold winter,
along with cost-of-living prices on the rise, we are receiving a big increase in the number of calls
for assistance, so we are grateful for your ongoing support.
May God Bless You All. Mike Flanagan, President, Peakhurst Conference, St Vincent de Paul
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Called to serve

F

inally, after two and half years, our parish welcomes back some of our young people to the Altar Server
Ministry. Invitations to an altar servers’ training course were sent out to all those who were part of the
OLF Sacramental programs last year, as well as any previously trained servers. In May the first session was
conducted covering lessons on the following topics:
The focus and purpose of Altar Serving
The Mass and why we celebrate it
The tradition and history of the Mass
The Liturgical Calendar
Liturgical Structures in the church
Liturgical Vestments and Colours
Sacred Vessels
Parts of the Mass
At the second session the servers were introduced to their specific
roles and the tasks involved in serving at each Mass.
One of the questions the children were asked was “Why do you
want to be an altar server?” Their responses were very meaningful
including ‘wanting to be more involved in the Mass’, ‘to be closer
to the celebration at the altar’, ‘to help the priest during Mass’ and
the usual ‘to ring the bells!’ (See below for Daniel’s ‘take’ on his
new role.)
For those who attended both sessions the opportunity was given to
start this ministry during Sunday Masses in June.
While there are quite a few new servers commencing this ministry,
an invitation is extended now to any children who have recently
received their First Holy Communion and anyone else who would
like to train as an altar server. The next training course will be held
during July. Please contact Deb Cummins – Ph: 0418818659 or
debrav59@optusnet.com.au ,
Some of our new altar servers: Daniel Giannetto (top) and Jett Giraldi and
Liliana Rehayem (bottom).

Q & A with a new altar server – Daniel Giannetto
Q: Daniel, why did you want to become an altar server?
A: So I can be closer to God.
Q: What is the main job of altar servers?
A: Assisting the priest by bringing the bread and wine to him, walking in slowly with the candles and doing
anything
else needed.
Q: What do you learn during your altar server training?
A: That there are lots of names for things which I didn’t know before like the big candle is called the Paschal
Candle.
Q: What do you think is the hardest thing to remember when altar serving?
A: All the names of the holy vessels like the chalice.
Q: Has anyone else in your family been an altar server?
A: Yes, my uncle Pete and my auntie Jessica were both altar servers at Our Lady of Fatima.
Q: Are you looking forward to your first time doing altar serving?
A: Yes, because I will see all the people in the church and I will be closer to God each time I do it.
12

Looking forward, looking back – where am I at?
(Thanks to that wonderful song by Slim Dusty and apologies to the

purists who say to never end a sentence with a preposition!)

Maureen and I have been in Peakhurst Parish since 1997. I was a
De La Salle Brother for 25 years including training and left the
brothers in 1978. I married Maureen in 1985 and she has been a
catalyst to what I am today. I taught in Catholic schools for over 50
years.
Yet, I have to admit that I have just come alive spiritually during
the last two years. Why is this so? I think for two reasons:
Being part of a group that has been meeting regularly for the last
two years, initially on Zoom and now gathering in each others’
homes as well as reading, listening and reflecting on wonderful
spiritual men and women’s ideas on life, love and our church,
including:



Richard Rohr, an American Franciscan Priest (on YouTube);



Thomas Keating, an American Cistercian Monk (on YouTube);



A wonderful book by Daniel O’Leary called “An Astonishing Secret”;



Talks by Sr Joan Chittiser, an American Benedictine nun;



“The Priestliness of the Human Heart” by Fr John Donohue (https://www.theway.org.uk/back/
s083ODonohue.pdf ).

(These are just a few; there are many more.) I realise that we are busy people, however we need time to spend
reading and listening. For me it has been a priority and the rewards are great. So, where am I at and what have I
learnt/am still learning?
Our small sharing/discussion group has been wonderful in helping us show love for one another and how we
support and care for each other. We share our stories and trust each other. We have the opportunity to question
anything. Someone said that to grow is to change (question) and to strive for perfection is to change (question)
often! I wonder, in the future, whether our church will comprise small loving communities being involved with the
outsiders or excluded? Who knows?
Over the last two years I have realised and believed that prayer is more than saying prayers. I have learnt that each
of us is a prayer but we don’t realise that we, and all of creation, are Christ-filled. My biggest and hardest
experience is silent prayer. This, according to Richard Rohr, is developing transformation; seeing reality with a
different set of eyes. It’s hard to fathom.
I have questioned what Mass means to me and why do I go. I have come to realise that, besides loving and praising,
there is a relational element. I wonder how many people just go to Mass and hardly talk to anyone? Is that what
Mass is about, trying to be holy? Jesus came for me to show how to be human/loving, not specifically holy so how
do I now look at going to Mass?
I remember when we first gathered as a group. All were down about how our children and grandchildren do not go
to Mass. We all experienced some kind of guilt that we had failed as parents. After two years of searching,
questioning, supporting and loving I think we realised that they are genuinely loving people and that they have to
work out their own solution.
Finally, just a few mixed thoughts. I have learnt to trust my questions and not be afraid to express them. As he lay
dying, Fr John McSweeney from Kingsgrove said to Bishop Terry Brady “Terry, it’s all about Jesus and all about
love”. How true! I must admit that the more I learn about the spiritual journey, the more I don’t know. I think that
these are wonderful exciting times in our church. Wonderful changes will come, more than likely after my lifetime
but changes, frightening but exciting together, must come. Most of us don’t like change but that’s the way I believe
our church will grow.
I would love to chat with anyone about some of my thoughts. I share them so that others might be happy to do the
same. Let us grow and be challenged together!

John Dowd
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THE NAPIERS’ NEW NORMAL

On

reflecting on our experience with COVID-19
over the past few years, I believe we have
much to be thankful for; especially when comparing
Australia’s efforts to control COVID-19 numbers with
the densely populated cities of Europe, Asia and the
USA. We can thank leadership, but the contribution
provided by our service people, particularly in the
medical field, has been magnificent.

phone calls, cards, prayer intercessions, meals and
visits (when they were allowed) helped to keep her
spirits up and aid her recovery. How do people cope
without this love and support? Thank you so much,
OLF community.
In January 2020 we celebrated our 50th Wedding
anniversary. Father Adam came to a family
celebration and gave us a very special blessing. One
of our daughters, who was living in the USA at the
time, was able to join us online. With our family all
round us, it was an opportunity to look back over
the years and realise how fortunate we were to have
found each other.

Living in the spacious Lugarno postcode was a
blessing during the weeks of isolation we all
experienced. Our home backs onto Evatt Park
providing us with a view of beautiful bushland plus
sporting fields. We love to feed the King Parrots and
enjoy the company of duck families paying us a visit.
How hard it must have been for people living in tiny
studio apartments during lockdown. The mental
fitness for many people would have been severely
tested.

In February last year our youngest daughter Kate’s
wedding timing was perfect. Andrew and Kate were
married at the Sacred Heart Church in Moruya on
the South Coast with the reception at a resort
nearby. It was a wonderful time for family and
friends to be out of isolation for the celebrations.
They are now expecting their first child in August
and have purchased a house in Lugarno.

In the Napier family we have five daughters with
partners plus nine grandchildren (all school age).
There was a huge impact on our family, particularly
for the parents with interesting careers who were
mostly working from home. Added to this was the
challenge of the home-schooling responsibility. Our
family Whats App phone messages often were as
many as 30 a day. There was a good sharing of ideas
plus the realisation that they were all doing their
best under the most testing conditions.

Fortunately, this year has seen a return to some
normality in our lifestyle. We are usually away for
about 16 weeks each year. We support family who
have lived in Melbourne and now are living in
Newcastle. Over recent years we have enjoyed some
long walks including the Camino in Spain, the Great
Ocean Road walk and the Milford Sound track in
New Zealand. We were considering our next
adventure on a heritage walk in Japan. However,
following an accident on the track in New Zealand,
our goddaughter convinced us to do more ageappropriate activities. We are now looking forward
to a cruise up the east coast of Australia this July.

We were ambushed at Christmas time 2019 when
Robyn received the worrying diagnosis that she had
breast cancer. The year 2020 was one of surgery
followed by chemotherapy (16 sessions) plus
radiation (25 sessons). Many family members
supported Robyn by attending her chemotherapy
sessions until isolation rules stopped this. The
reason I share this is to thank our Parish family who
supported Robyn during our time of crisis. The many

So far this year we have enjoyed a holiday to
Tuncurry in our camper trailer. A further holiday is
14

booked there for December. We had a wonderful
Easter camping at Wee Jasper with two of our
daughters and their families. We regularly camp on a
property at Jamberoo down the South Coast. We are
planning a holiday there in October and expect most
of our family to join us. Early next year we will go to
Hobart for the Wooden Boat Festival.
It has been wonderful getting all the family together
to celebrate special times. In particular, Mother’s Day
in the park reminded us of what we have been
missing. There are 21 of us in the family and we have
some very competitive sporting games. It’s so good to
see the grandchildren relaxed and enjoying each
others’ company again. In the years ahead, when the
children are more able to articulate their lockdown
experiences, we will realise how this has affected
them.
Being able to livestream our Sunday morning Mass
during COVID-19 was a blessing and we thank Fr Tony
and his helpers for this. It was also great to see the
welcoming comments from parishioners on the side
of the screen. However, we were missing the weekly
company of the whole community. To help with this,
Robyn organised a weekly small group Zoom meeting
online. Most Mondays from 4pm to 6pm up to 16
people from our parish joined in this activity. It was a
well-structured meeting commencing with prayer,
followed by each person sharing their response to a
pre-watched homily or Christian podcast. John Dowd
helped Robyn identify some wonderful topics for
discussion. This filled a massive gap in our spiritual
journeys.

Now that we are out of isolation, we have continued
the small group meetings now held at each others’
homes. The now-fortnightly meetings conclude with
happy hour drinks and a meal. The hospitality
provided has been very enjoyable.
Lending a Hand (LAH)
Both Robyn and I are on the LAH committee in the
parish. The COVID-19 restrictions have hampered
many of our planned activities over the past few
years. I am happy to report that two presentations
that had been rescheduled now have dates locked in.
John Kirkland is presenting for the Fathering Project
on 16 June. Also, we have a High Tea planned in the
Parish Centre on 20 August. Sister Noelene Simmons,
our guest speaker, will tell us about the wonderful
work of ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious against
Trafficking in Humans). Please save this date for a
wonderful afternoon event.
In concluding, I can say that our social calendar
exploded in January and it has taken us some months
to regain our old form. We love seeing you all at Mass
with so many progressing to the Grandviews Bowling
Club for dinner following the 5pm Saturday evening
Mass.
We are confident there are great times ahead. We
look forward to sharing many fun times with you all
in our great parish.
Paul and Robyn Napier

A theology of surprise needed
Father Peter Maher

P

ope Francis famously announced that the current
time as not an era of change but a change of era.
He is suggesting that a new way of thinking and acting
is necessary for responding adequately to the current
reality. Thus, whether talking with clergy, laity,
women, refugees or LGBTI people, he is constant in his
call for dialogue, inclusion, compassionate pastoral
care, a halt to clericalism and a simpler humbler
prayer and life practice.
Some in the reform movements wonder why Francis is
not quite as consistent in a call for change in
governance or doctrine. There must be improvements
in transparency, accountability, inclusion and integrity

in governance and further development of doctrine as
theologians dialogue with scientists, professionals,
experts and anthropologists.
Francis, however, believes the key to church reform in
this change of era is returning to the basics of listening
and acting in justice and love to the cry of the poor,
silenced, marginalised or erased. Francis seems to
advocating for a more authentic pastoral practice and
greater liturgical relevance.
For Francis this seems to be the first step in restoring
the creditability of the church among its own and then
in civil society. If we return to the gospel and the
Jesus method of evangelisation, we can then more
15

effectively engage with deeper governance and
doctrinal change.
Both tasks are essential for the future of the church
and whether one must precede the other or they can
both happen together is a matter of opinion. The
Pope has placed his hope in synodality.
Synodality seems to hinge on two things. It is a
process and a practice. Synodality, we are told, is a
process of listening and dialogue. However, it is also
a practice of discernment, compassionate pastoral
care and good ritual. Listening and dialogue can be
little more than a talkfest and, at worst, become an
unsafe space for the marginalised and minority
groups. The claim to listening that is not
accompanied by a genuine search for a new way
ahead that creatively responds to the challenges of
our time seems to be a failure of synodality.
The synodal process must be more than recording of
diverse views especially if the process for decisions
and proposals is in the hands of those in power. This
usually results in business as usual, not a new way
ahead.
The discernment process must begin and stay with
the experience of the person in their life situations.
The practices that accompany the listening and
dialogue process begin with discernment but it must
be done in a Jesus way.
The Cardijn method of see judge and act is essential
to a deep listening, a competent dialogue and a
compassionate and just course of action. This means
all involved need to carefully listen to the experience
of those normally excluded or silenced, study the
biblical, social and theological perspectives and
discern action in favour of the experience of the
erased and silenced. Just as the Syrophoenician
woman became Jesus’ teacher, the outsider and
excluded stories inform the process of dialogue,
reflection and action.
Synodality must relate to practice. Pope Francis
speaks powerfully that pastoral care begins with
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listening to the story of the person seeking love and
justice. Reform of pastoral care is not the result of
synodality, it is a constitutive element of synodality.
Without effective listening and accompaniment of
the poor and the marginalised, there can be no
effective synodality. This requires another principle
of Francis that asks for a preference of patient
listening and understanding over the teaching
doctrine. This approach could restore some
confidence in the capacity to offer competent
pastoral care and create a safe space for deep
dialogue.
The synodal process must include a practice that
promotes healing. Discussion and taking decisions on
proposals will, if anything, promote further hurt and
division. An essential healing methodology in the
Christian tradition has been ritual. We believe that
ritual and the liturgy are the source and summit of
Christian life.
This will require a reform of the way we celebrate. It
is not the Missal itself that leaves many Catholics
uninspired at Mass, it is the way it is used. Can we
find ways in the official liturgy as well as other rituals
to nourish and inspire? Ritual can heal in ways
discussion never will. We need liturgies that respond
to the change of era and involve all the baptised.
While this is a challenge, unless we find ways to
respect the theology of baptism where we believe all
the baptised share equally in the gift of the Holy
Spirit and find ways to express this in the liturgy and
ritual, we crush the change for synodality to take
shape and become the method for moving forward
and promoting healing.
Synodality will depend on our ability to be flexible,
spontaneous, willing to try new things and open to
surprise. A theological challenge facing theologians
of synodality might be to develop a theology of
surprise.
(Originally published in the Autumn 2022 edition of
The Swag. Reprinted with the kind permission of
Father Peter Maher, thanks to John Dowd

Whatever happened to Plenary
2020?

What’s happening at the
Catholic Women’s League?
Our monthly meetings have commenced for 2022 and it
is wonderful to be able to get together without
restrictions.
We have representatives who attend the CWL City
Meeting on the second Tuesday of each month and for
the April Meeting it was WUCWO (World Union of
Catholic Women Organization) Day. Mass was offered by
our Chaplain, Fr Greg Morgan, followed by the meeting
and a hot lunch.
Our guest speaker, Catherine McGrath from Bowral, Vice
President of WUCWO, Asia, Pacific and Oceanic Branch,
spoke about the organization and her role. She is retiring
after 12 years and is fortunate to be having an audience
with Pope Francis on 8 June.
Michelle Pederson, President of the NSW CWL Australia
Branch attended our May Meeting. She spoke of the role
of the CWL in today’s Church.
Some members will be attending the Liturgy to Pray
hosted by the Ukraine CWL at St Andrew’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church at Lidcombe on 29 May.
At the meeting on 15 June our guest will be Margaret
Bloomfield, President of the City Branch of CWL. She will
be presenting our 90+ years members with special
Certificates in thanks for their long membership. When
the applications were completed as COVID-19 hit us, we
had three recipients – Inez Mullen, Betty Stanford and
Marie Cullen. Margaret will present Betty with her
certificate and Denise McKiernan will be given one on
behalf of her late mother, Inez. As Marie is unwell we will
visit her to present her certificate.
Thank you to our parishioners who have supported our
Silver Circle. Winners are advised each week in the
Bulletin and prizes can be collected from the Piety Stall.
For we ladies fashion is always ever present and Fashion
Parades are a must. We attended the Autumn Fashion
Parade hosted by the Summer Hill CWL Branch and will
be attending the Lugarno Uniting Church Winter Fashion
Parade on 18 June. Please save the date – Saturday 10
September for our Summer Parade at OLF Peakhurst.
Enjoy the sunshine up north Noelene; we hope you don’t
get washed away in Queensland and Mary, enjoy your
trip north.
We are asked to remember Marie Cullen in our prayers
and Annette Dunn’s granddaughter, Elle, who is facing
another major operation at a young age.
Maureen Burgess and Pat Pfoeffer, CWL
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At a social event recently, I had a conversation
with a member of Peakhurst Parish who I hadn’t
seen for a long time. During our discussion she
asked me “What has happened to Plenary 2020?”
She felt that it had just faded away but I knew
that it hadn’t.
Thinking about that conversation, I wondered
how many parishioners would like to know just
what is happening. Many of us had given our
opinions and took part in Plenary 2020 groups.
Then COVID-19 hit, we all shut down and no
more information seemed to be forthcoming.
Interested in finding out what has happened my
husband Frank and I simply did an online search
for “Plenary Council 2020 Report”.
I have often wondered why not much has been
passed on to church congregations regarding the
findings of Plenary 2020. After all, the Church
hierarchy asked us for our thoughts and opinions.
Some people want change; others do not - and
finding this out was what Plenary 2020 was all
about.
There are so many organisations throughout New
South Wales full of educated, clever, articulate
men and women really trying to make a
difference in our Church today. If you are
interested, there are plenty of useful websites and
resources to research. Here are few to start with:
The Future of Catholicism in Australia https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/blog/
post/convocation-2-august-26/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article/
assessing-the-plenary--a-work-in-progress
Garrattpublishing.com.au has lots of interesting
and useful books for sale
Sister Joan Chittiser (an American Nun) is worth
reading and listening to. This is her interview
with Oprah.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?
ref=watch_permalink&v=310543660379630
Pauline Amy

Men topping up their
‘dad tanks’
On Thursday 16 June following our Men’s weekly Walk and Talk we
progressed to the Parish Centre where we were joined by quite a few other
local blokes. John Kirkland from the Fathering Project gave a wonderful
presentation to the 47 men who were present. Those attending were dads,
grandfathers and important father figures, including step-dads. It was good
to have David Coleman, our local Federal Member of Parliament, with us.
We provided a tasty meal of pizzas and soft drink to set the mood for this
important topic.
John, our presenter, has been aprimary school teacher and outdoor
educator with schools, corporate and community groups. John’s current role
is with the Fathering Project as the Partnership Manager for NSW and ACT. John lives locally and, when he is
not presenting, joins us on the weekly Men’s Walk and Talk track.
The theme of the presentation was to hear about “Our Dad Tank” and how we can top it up so it overflows into
our family and service. John was generous in sharing some of his struggles as a father of four. We were all asked
to reflect on what level our own tanks were at this moment.
So many wise scenarios were shared of helpful ways to nurture the children in our care. Our children need to
know how special they are; that the ‘father’ who is caring for them also sees them, values them and that he
cares for them. John stressed the need to be conscious of the words we use and how they can build up or
damage children.
John mentioned that dads are not good at following the school newsletters and miss important activities to
share with their children. He shared one emotional story of a dad, separated from his wife, who had attended a
Christmas activity with his young daughter. They had made a Gingerbread house as a decoration for the
Christmas table together. On Christmas Day his daughter’s sheer joy at what they had created together lifted
his spirits enormously during an uneasy family situation.
John shared how exercise is important to our overall health and encouraged all to seek professional help when
we are not coping. There was some good humour and those in
attendance contributed well to the questions being asked.
At the conclusion Tony Thorpe, Chair of Lending a Hand, thanked
John for his wonderful presentation. He advised that the Lending
a Hand Committee, on behalf of the parish, will donate $1000 to
the Fathering Project. This will help them to continue the
excellent work they are doing. John was grateful for this and said
that Andrew Scipione (former Police Commissioner) is an
Ambassador for the Fathering Project and has said “this program
can change a generation of dads within a generation”.
The LAH ladies had provided a lovely supper of sweets to go with
coffee. This enabled the men to stay on and continue to talk
about this important topic. From my observation they were ready
to share at a much deeper level.
We all look forward to next Thursday’s Walk and Talk and expect
to see our numbers grow significantly.
Paul Napier, Lending a Hand
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Just for laughs
A Prayer for the old and wise amongst us!!
Lord you know I am growing older.
Keep me from becoming talkative
And possessed with the idea that
I must express myself on every subject.
Release me from the craving
to straighten out everyone’s affairs.
Keep me from the recital of endless detail.
Give me wings to get to the point.
Seal my lips when I am inclined
to tell of my aches and pains.
They are increasing with the years.
And my love to speak of them
grows sweeter as time goes by.
Teach me the glorious lesson
that occasionally I may be wrong.
Make me thoughtful but not nosey,
helpful but not bossy.
With my vast store of wisdom and experience
it does seem a pity not t use it all.
But you know, Lord,
that I want a few friends at the end. Amen.

BUSH AND MOSES
Kindly contributed by Br Michael Webb,
Recently while going through an airport during one
of his many trips, President Bush encountered a man
with long hair, wearing a white robe and sandals,
holding a staff. President Bush went up to the man
and said “Aren’t you Moses?” The man never
answered. Again the President said “Moses!” The
man just kept staring ahead. Soon a secret service
agent cane along and President Bush grabbed him
and said “Doesn’t this man look like Moses to you?”
The agent agreed and President Bush told him that
he refused to speak to him. The secret service agent
went up to the man and whispered, “You look just
like Moses. Are you Moses?” The man leaned over
and whispered, “Yes, I am Moses, but the last time I
talked to a bush, I spent 40 years wandering in the
desert!”
(Newsletter of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Seven Hills)
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